UapTIMISTY FROM CHOXOLOSKEEE

- o

. . HeRhinney

matter how short the story of Colller county; no one
uld dare write it without due mention of C. G. MoElnney--
j from Chokolos-

the "Optimiat® of the rural correapondents
ltaB .

The meny soSehlled "staff correspondants”™ of the average
wealklr newspapera pré the very.-basckbone of small town Jours=
nalisk, end in Collier county Mr. McKinney leads the fiald,

in interest, humor and optimism, wlithout a atruggle for supre-
meey, &His unique atyle, ropeelinl philiaaphy and downright
humen sympathy wene enjoyed lor several years by the read-

arg af the Collier ununfy Naws and at his deapth 1in Lrthﬂr

the 1&th, to b8 preclse, 18265, the sntire cowntryside maﬂrn-
ad for a Friend who would never desert them in times of atreas
and wonld not eriticize them too severely when they =zteppad
of f the "gtralght and nerrow path" and imbibed too much of
"Satan's brew" or as he delighted to refer to the cor Hon

or swamp Hnr!ut of Moonshine, "low brush lightening.

u'*"F the ! up:iﬁ{s1“ ofttimea enjoved a c:ngan;ﬂl laugh at

the 'preachers' stlll he was a religious man and his reli-
glon 1s reflected in all his 'works!™

Born August 8, 1847 near Ameriens, Georgla, very early

with his parents he made the trek to Florldem. - e becsme

a merchant, unr;r;*n", qhﬁpwnker and "a tanner of leatrer
with the red oak bark," Many will recall the autoblography
which ran in asrliergissves of the News of this Interesting
character entitled "Heminlascences of 79 Years." As the pub-
dlshers of thia adlition wish to reprint quite a nimber of

the ekoles "news 1tema" from the early correapondence of
"Optimist® there will not be room for a mors detailed accomnt
af the: Iife of this'intareating writer.

A man . mey.be known by hils works and the writings of C. G.
Hellnney reveasl the honesty, stralghtfordwardness snd depth
of the man who for so many montha saignad himself "Opti-
mist," and whoese mritings were looked forward to week after
Wa e 1-'"..|’ his friends andg Hﬁ*r*‘*hnr‘q throvgkobDL9tEe cowmbty.

It hes always aeemed to this Pﬂ:*r‘ﬁr ‘tFat the lIarger Rew
TOrK Jﬁurnm‘a miwged. something whan ‘they did nok ¥ acover
"Optimiat" to abare with their lnr“Pr eudience the humor
and kindlimess which he ao ﬂ'fcrﬂrf111r "i4 wnder a bushel”
of lsolation, IniCollielr county,

Hare ore o few of his "1tems" aelected at random frow his
writings in the Coll@er Counmty Hags stamking wit- the date
alfajune Sth, 1924, Fpr thoase whd'hntu naver made the ac-
gualntance of the "awamp snglea” (£ h&? better be atated

that they are the ingulali *'P,_u“t*-*ﬁ rilling mnﬁﬂuiggtfd
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"optimiat" (Cont.)
July 2, 1924

Laat Tueaday just.before sunrlee 73, at = I,
Last Yedpeaday just before sunrise 76, at
Legst Thursday Juat bafore avrriass 76, .a
Last PFriday just before sunrise T, at
We have had just a little rain every day, Just anough
to make tha awemp angela awara Iin great numbars,
Charlia " Tigar Tall wea hers this week. %6 brought some
bananas: and sucar oand up fraor hia farm to sell to ua,
Fisking 13 not very good,
Myllet 1a scarce and trout a littla more so,

-
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Avgust 14, 1924

kave had some Indiansz' thisg week, snd we have just
i ) e m'Y o

The Newport salled laat K irom “ey lWeat. We &Xxa=

peat her back sozetire., She 1a on the trv waekly achedule

try one week an? score the next week)
L

i w

Flashing 1s not verv,good, (laher an asay.  The water
1a muddy snd they don't know why it should ba ao muddy.

We Leve 'hed no eviderncs tkia wasek of booze,

e was 77 yeara old yestarday snd we fesl as good na
new 'in many respesota.” fe'hope to report the same neaxt Au-
gust. :

¥r, and Hrs, Jsmes Damarce have B naw-comer to thelr
Mg boy, all deling well.

|aFa el ] s fine
oome , 14

August 20, 1924

We have had no rain, but wée have had =ome indians thils
waalk, Lo DooZze and nd praschling,

We read in the paper of low bush lightning strikling
200 persona or I y right Iin the clty of Waahington, ‘and
how the blg o B wera ascandnlized. - Can't see how that
gould bte uwnless thay ware arourd and smelled the beeath of
thoaa that wara ath by the 1ightning.

Lt would look foolish to atop the booZée buslnass wWhen
the goverrment is taking lo so-much money in fineca from the
boate end the scugplera. Officers of many enllipg reap n
blg harvest, so why should theay be intereated Iln stopplng
& P they wonld take no fines and. land -every one that
WS sntenced with 1t in prison to tha full 1limit, they wenld

come nearer put he 1id on thething, “Eut as 1t is,
money ALy la: 1. the booze business snd they can
always pay it 1) ¢ play agaln.

Pilahing 15 soma batter this waek, Mullet iz more pléan=
tifall but trout rafuses  to teke the Roosk,

- 2r. C. 0, Kekinney has a dontract to colleet 10,000




"Optimist™ (Cont.)

large rec grass hoppera and 1t eppaars that they ars not

8¢. plantilvl up the creesks s#3 they have bean in [ormer years.
ohe hasg na yet collected only ons thousans and thay are pAok-
ed o helf gellon-Yara. in'wood alcobol -»llch kKeeps them in
abepe untll they reach the market,

& have no awamp angals to apenk of,

T il S s S "
Ugtobar B, 1024

a8 have had this week soma very strange evidenss laat Sun-
day of low "bush ligrtning. Some of the disciplas had the
stuff that looked red and we supposed it waas low buash good

irey asked vws fo teke g nlp butk we had to

s

acting very suspicious yelling around the house and singing

anid yeatarday we gon tho same thing, We have plenty.of boot-
1&_,&7! aravnd and all are doing wall.  Plshing 1s ;food,

The salt rishermen are dolng weoll and the lce '*nh-r an al=
so. #e had a fow Indians with us this weel. ihey are gett-
ready for hunting., Our aplt fish boat, Phﬁ “nu;ﬁr,,

not yebt come In. from Sey Weat.. #We suppose” ahe -1s. delay-

:
d
bnd wepther south. - 1 P8 Spble ha? some swlf™t breszes
ol : -

dosalbly wans more at T ey Teat, n saa Irom Pine

.-.-\-n': 'r-.'\.- -r-a-\.l-|-rl el s ad &)

Tdem that thav bhove |:|"' BEaMme SWAMD Wi i ..:|-1_- . thara

tq think we turned them loosé on a southerly wind
arid they blew 4in there, but we will have to deny the charge
a8 we know the swamp sngel doas not move with the wind, but
goes -Rgalnst - the wind, ~Theirind. cabohea mmder »is wing if

he goes with 1t and capsises ‘him,

Sapteamber 18, 1924

A lot of raln vesterday. . Flahing not very good.

%8s have a nowm aschool taacher, came waak. She was

a 1'tile lete tut reaghad usm all +} ] Tie heva hed some
aymptoms ol low. bush lightning thils K« “othing varv aeri-
oua ., & hpye had Just a few Indiena, orepcker 1s ko

pay us o'visit tomorrow agein. "They staved at Evergladas
last Sundey. Thoey pulled dswn in & akifT and saw o chaneca

to get & toe back amd did mot presch Tor us. Fosaibly they
wlll have =ors time'torsorrow to tell the Tolkas about what
mey begoma of them In the wind “? if *they don't Ye® aod,

-

Hovember &, 1924

Fishing La goot Bootlegesing good. ®ponshining on
the draw hac) Lhe 8 in  Angela geem to '1ike tha imported
stoff best,

The Laewport hos not returnad from hey West vet; we can't
lsarn whethar she s'nk.or is on top or not,

We have no preacher yet but the folks iz gatting along
about as well as ever,
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Dagember 11, 1924

had some signs of Low Bush Lightning this week
1dl ana imder influence-of 1t, ane some of The
! t B gy v oy rs -n.-:l"._
2 T a V1aneE 60 k4 T Pt R o
I 8 1 8 1 ) aAars aan

L5 E = IE =N

¥
gonme ., 0 _have decldad the

bourht of | .."z-ﬂrﬁ bottla ! aw bottles or casos
of hooze. Thej to hove the old Adamic nature 1n -them
and the more you . to put the thing out of thelr reach
the. harder they & to get it, Yud look how old Adam Aid
1t that tima "the uﬂﬁf Lord told his not to bother that apple.
That put the curiosity shop of Bis to work and he said, "How
I will gea if there is anything ‘to that," so hls mate stuck
her threeitsath in the apple snd extracted a little jJulce
and passsd-1t.on to father Adam and he triled.to swallow the
nhole thipngand 1t croked him end they. say that 1s why today
we see & lot of men with o kmobt on their soozles, Lt'1s
caused fror= that apple that ;ﬁn*' gok aloked of, NS sAw A=
bout 58 waars apo an apples calls " the Ewe apple, '+t was
ﬂ“ﬁht the size of an ordinary nppln, hirhly colores rod and
L the fteeth pi! v of 0ld mother Eve on 1t and lookad

thkaoae threa thaath had puncturad 1t bafora 1t "-Fl" mA=

Boqo 2 :......." E 4 :-\.' o ,trr-._r:!-.. Ar | F.!“:'IIH".'!". ot -] -l-l-”-l-"n o nt—,
veary dlstinct, so we suppose that mother Zve just ¢r1rnﬂ.ﬁﬂ
a 11ttle Julee gnd pasasd it on to Father Adam and he lik-
ad the teaate zo weall ke trisd to swallow ths thing whole
ga 1t ehoked him. Sow we aed todoy 1If ‘e tell the folks
they must not botler sp and so, he will bother 1t snyway.

If the good Lord had set' & bottles of boosasinthe cor=
nar of thaigarden and told Adem to let 1t alone, he coulc
not s8leep at-night and he would have crawled out there and
got a cork-screw 5rﬂ pullad tha cork snd £1llsd up his tank
and want ‘Hack and pnllad ant 519 Esther Eva from bthe  bad
and beat har, ;

We have juat a faw awamp angols on the island nmow and

suppose trey have come to snjoy Chr'stmas with us.

Hearly ell the mer Tolks have ronme from the 1aland,
bunting cogns and otters and some other puraults to gathar
in . the alotrhty dollar ‘with shich to buy grits,’ete.

T8 have no prescher and né school teacher yet,

January 1, 1926

We kave had preasching mll waak , Drother Doweérs was
the job. Piraky and Erotrer Thidden came down and begen
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with Brothar Bowera snd EBrother Bowearas left ua and went back
up the coast agaln I
The huntera, both Indlans 'end the whites, are bring-
ing in.a blg lot of coom skins and somé others. They are
getting eood prices Tor them and thay ara getibling PﬁF“v to
= aut now acein, Bare ol them 414 not come in af .-.1:_
L le s ?“ﬂ- raadine the Haws that there are lota of
er-anP“ "rom forelgn porta, with blg car-
1rJ] i nlna-uq
Well, wE gll F-” a fine Christmas, we think, plenty
al good things to eat, 2

R

Sare of the boya went out ‘on the
mainlen® snd killed some desr and other gams, Wa are hav-
Ing very dry weather, "and vegetpbles that were planted some
weeks ago are Arying up. The shell land don't hald mola-
tura

i H;n expact to haw pregching right on for. s weaek or two
to ses what they will 'do about 1t.

January 8, 19285
We had r cool and Porpy looking mornin roday.  The
waather hook talls 1 Fak we wi 1"r|- a-lot of cool
weatker thia month, We will w gnd see tow 1t

ad no preacher at all now, . Our Brother Wr-1d-

the firat of the week, We kave no school yet.

g very well, ell geatting in some cash to bLuy gridis
Feve Bat pno boogda thilas Xmes, e ked aome ~f=
gll adber thls waal.

! 2t. Claire Damere bhas maved from thiw 1lsloand” Go
Lakeshachee “sland, -

Mr. D. B. Houss haa gone to Fort %yers on a btusiness
trip. "

Hegrly all the toys -have pone back to thelr ccon hunt-
ing. They are mrtr1n: in a let of furs snd getting goon
prdces for them.

02
We hava he L ! weathar for thls atpson of
the year, W e had 8 few Indians with us this wesek.
Coop hunting ia of slow, vert few this weal, weather
too warm: for them € alk the shaoressa mich. * we have Jaan
somé booze thlas week was a white gin looking stu
Onea of the dlaciples pgot Jown on the 1ift, The last we heard
him he was not ableto be up tmt petiting arcund aimllar
to coon on hia all-Tours, He waa getting arownd b:t rot
able to be up. i

We smee in the Fine lsland ltems thrat a settler thera
Just had s well comp aLrﬂ Ehat flows a Tine atream of
, clégr, aweet "-*Lr How, If thia water ls convenlent

to, the moonshipnsr. be con taks "l!: ard. gdd & 11tt1é yaast: snd

o
T
i

L
mre
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and a little Red Devil Lye and make a common grade of moon
ahine, A well of that kind will be worth a big aot of coln
to put out and rent. TFos=s=ibly someone somewhere may bore

g wall that will Clow the real stufl and then the bootlagger
buslnass will have ‘to put the 1id on the thing.

. ave no preacher and no school yet.
The at item below Is-a gem and would delight H,. L.
Menken and his aschool of Biblous "enti-s".

Jonunry 24, 1925

Wa have no preacter yet and we have had no booze eith-
ar thlis weak.

Mr. D. R. Homse has juat returned from a buslneas trip
to Fort Eyers,

Er. C. A, %ciinrey 1a'putting a small addition to hias
houvae .

Our 0ld hens have been so everlasting contrary and won't
lgy..: We are selling them now to the bverglades folks for
a dollar and & half esch, and try fto get pay for some of
the high price graln they have been eating.

They are very fat and & lot of fleesh in them old Rhod
Taland Had hena, i

The ol schooner “awport has not retvwrned from bLay Waak,

has declded to meke a try moRthly schedule; try last

L

month and come thls month.

LRl
Fabruary 5, 1925

We have had’'a few Indiens thla week and have seen some
slgna of low bush lightning. 1t was not on the Indians.
Tha whltas . seem to know how to gat on to the stuff batter
rhan - the. indians. We had very 1ittle mell to come down Wed=
nesdsy end none at 11 Thursdey, but the mall oarrier was
on his Job jJust the same lugging around a lot of empty mall
begss <t Iz a grest place we have, some Limesa we have mall
and some times none. Sometimes it i3 wet and some tlimes
1t is dry. The “ewport has gone %o Zay Weat ppaln aend she
is-to bring over some: timbar for My, G, LﬂﬂPT to bulld Rime
a house on thils slde of the Islsnd, so he will have a 1little
more protestlon from the atorma, and be near his brother,
Joa, who {lshes with him. Our achool s getting along fine
ag frr g Wwa know of. ihere 1a 22 puplls so the prolfessor
sald.

B?nt?ar “adaock is to be down next week and he is to
build *r. Lopez house for him. &8 may preach a 1ittle too
go a8 to keep things kind of 1n 1ine, Flshing la pgood but
coon-hunting 15 not sopgood, Mr, ¥, Johnson 15 cleabing
np a place. for Mr, Lopez house naar the water juwat north
of Lasy street.
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Pabruary 26, 1925
work Starts on the lopez llome

ifall, we have Brother Heddock with us now, He bhas be-
gun work on Mr., G. Lopegz house. The Newport has gone to
Key West for mors. lumber for the ‘P’l"l?ﬁ- ¥Mr, Joe Lopes
anc femlly went over slso to have his teeth taken out ao
he can begin anew. TYe have hsd some drunk Indlans thia weel
gnd 1eat Sunday =6 had a mess of what we call mean boya,
aghool -ppe,; shootling on our dock. They must have shot 15D
sfiots, and shot up one of our neighbors boats snd 1t sank,
aleo bLroke his water Sjug and shot a hole in our front wall,
of covrss we think Tthere abould be a remedy for those mis=
chievous wretchea, but we have not the medicine in stock
and we just have to endure such cursedness. VYur achool is
still gatting along very well, Flahing 1s not very good,
waather has stirred up the water outalde and makes 1t bad
for trout rishing.

Aprll 2, 1825

Brother Hadaoock returned from up the coast the first
part of the weak &nd resumed operaetlons on the Lopez. house
and has all the shinglas tacked on and 1:s working down bes=
low, Brother Lowars 1s with ta now also, and wa hopa to
have some good prepching tomorrow.

ad plenty of booze this weelt of the low bush

wave had a lot of “ndlans, some drunk and some
sober,

#lahing 18 not very good. Weather not faverabls, We
asa gome tourlsts arcund and some gentlemen from Egerglades
doWn. ne heve & gentleman {rom ‘Washington, D, C Tooking
for sme material for the 3mithsonlan Inatitute, Hs reports
that the &lte }as not layed yet. “e has been up Turner's
river- with Mr, R, R, Houae to locate snie neats in the tops
of the pines and eypréss treea, These iLlte egga are vary
hard to procurs and are -very scarce, They are worth sixty
to seventy dollars per dezen, It fon't look 1ike it would
pay to have a mess of them for breakfast once a week even,

Poapnlar

Foralen I mecszen

our folks have
1

& 1a 8 -good thi
Erand,

Aprll 1&, 1925

oad a few Indlans thls week,  Brother Babe Whid-
diﬂ has bE"n ®¥ith va all the week preaching night with some
good attendance, sometires vary few, PErother Hedsock-is
neutdal; 1t appeara that they heve a #light difference in
their brands of falth and don't want to mix them. . Bro-
ther Hedsock says he thinks he will completa the Lopez
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houaa next weal axcapt naintihy whiech he has not contracted
to do,

May 7, 1925

Saturday=-today-=64, YXeaterday we had a bunch of drunk
Indians, but all quiet. They don't ralse no rackets llke
the whites do in s comron way, They are slways quiet. Ero-
thker “pdsock hps complated all his carpenter work here and
laft va now. %e has gone vp to “akeland whers his home is.
Mr, “, B. Smith ia preparing te move up to Lake Okeachobee
soon. We wes up at the covrt this weak at Everglades, gll
was gquiet, some of the dlaciples gsesem to have plenty of booze,
1t looked like gin. They.invited us to have a dose of it
but wea declined’pgalin.  Well-our old hena kave just almply
declined to lay dny more aggs. They had a reat day veater-
day.  HNot an egg 41d thery lay, they heve holldey Just’ the
same 88 other creatures of this neck of* the wonds. PFlshing
hoa baen pretty pood thls weal,

Eay 2B, 1925

g
-4

) T

Edncational DIffienlt the Zarly Lays

Er. “obn Jordsn, one of our old sgcguaintances, happen-
ed to a bad pecldent: this weak, & had sat a gun for a pon=
thar and accidentally pot into the wire himselfl and the whole
load of tuckshot orashad through his-lag just sbove tha knee
end brfoke the bone, "e lay there in the bushes several hours
flghting the awemp sngels and a nalghbor ¢ame not Far away
end heard him call for help,.and he went to his rescue and
got him on . a boat end went up the coast with him, *r. “or-
dan was in the civll war ang served guite g while and never
happaned to- get erippnlad, e must be esighvy veara old or
moTre,

Cur school is sti1ll on the move bhut a l1ittle on tha
grunte. 1 hope the swamp srgels w1ll not bresk 1t up.

Yy 23, 19285
We have had no rain thlis week to spask of and -weather
juat falrly pond, mercory rapgihg like thia:  Last Ssturday
just before sunrise, 76 snd at 2 P, R 80: Bunday T8 and at
2 P. B, 98: donday 756 and at 2 P. M, 28; Tvesdey, 50 snd
at 2 P. B, 89: Wednasdey 80 ond,at 2. P, M. 803 Thuradayy
80 and at-2.8. W, ¢ P ¥, B0 and at 2 F. &, B80; Frlday,
80 and at 2 P, K, 86; Saturday [today) 82, We have had no
Indians this weelk, Laat Sunday. we saw several creatures
here with the low bush lighteaning asomed to be qulte folly.
si«Bpme of our follts have a Teally faver again, but we don't
want our dlttle nosas down on n grindstone trylng to grind
out yearly or monthly payments for sueh plunder,
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¥r. G. Lopez 18 roking on his fish house. PFishing 1s
fairly good now.

Mr. C. B. EeEinnay has built himself a small lighter,
16 feet long, about four feet wide snd hea one of those
off and on enginem which drives 1t up to Everglades 1n
a very reasonable time and brings Jdown a fon of atuffl wvery
a8y . .

We have & few aand yg thils porning, We very ssaldon
have them here on this the kay. Thay are very busy

litele ereatures,

July 30, 1925

We peve had n fairly cool waak for July and a few shoW-
ara’ wilth mercury reanging 1fke this: Laest Saturday juat
before smmrise BZ2j3 at 2 P. M. B8; Sundey 74 and at 2 P. M,
B9 Monday 74 and st 2 F, K, 90 .Hﬂ"*ﬁy 768 and 2 P. M. BO;
Wadnesdey: 74 end at 2 P, M, Bl: Thursday 74 and at 2 P, M,
90; Priday 7¢ ond at 2 P. ¥, 89; Saturday (today) F8.

We have had s feaw Indigna this week and some drunk oneas.
We have to thank the Good “ord that we have plenty of low-
bush lightening now snd prospects 1ls good for a plenty for
a long time to come, The good book tells uwa to thank the
Lord for averything so we, of eourse, feel that we are do-
ing our Jduty when we thank Him for the lowbuah lightening

and anything that comes slong.

Mr, G, Lopsaz snd his brothers are nesr .ready to go to
aalt fishing
fishing.

Mr. George Storter and hls brotker, Rob and thelr fami-
lies have moved down from Haples to fish thia seaason hars,

Mr ., Henry Thompson has been gone atout a weaek on the
HewPort: dovm the Coast for cocoanvits {or folka up the Comst.

August 20, 1925

We have had some warm days thls week, the 1P“cury rang-
ing 1ike thist Last Saturday, just before sunrise
at 2 FP. ¥, B8; a1Fﬂﬂ' "B, at 2 F. K, B8; Konday, ﬁD Et
g P, U, 92: Tuesday, ﬁﬂ, at 2 P. M, 01; Tnﬂrﬂaﬂﬂv, 78,
et E P. M. BT : Thnrﬂ*ﬂ" 72, ak. 2 F. M, 92 Priday 83, Ht
¢ P, M, 90; Satvrday (today) B2.

e PEFr of the tooth carpenter golng away today, and
between Rgein. ‘something b0 thls neck of“the wooda do the
plsasing teeth ot Everglades lightnin E

We have had a lot n“ thunder this week, Lightning strucl
the rish houvee yasterday, Ny, Cole wea shosked some but
oo darlons,




"optimist™ (Cont.)

Flghlng 13 falrly good.

We heve seen no slgna of lowbush lightning this week.

Brother Sullivar 1s with us now to tell the Tolka.of
their future misfortunes 1f they don't-be good, buat he haa
bt few kesrers-==nearly all are childred and women. The
other ones are ton ?“ﬂ& Fishing to listen abont the future

mishapa.

August 22, 1¥Z5

Dhnkﬂ]nﬁkﬂﬂ, Fla,; Auguat 22. 1925 we have had some
raln this wesk snd warm weather aglso with mereury ranging
like this lest saturday just before sunrise 02 at 2 P, M, 02
Konday &t 2 F. M, 84; cool rain Teeasday 78; at 2 P, M, 90;
Wedneaday 78 at 2 P. M. 80; Thurdday 79 at B P. H. 013
Friddy 21 st 2 'P. M, 87; Saturday (today) 80; aur tonth
carpenter left us and gur préacker alap (Brother Sulliven)
thank the good Lord we have pleanty of “ow Eush Lightning
imported good:s,” Cne of tha deciples got Into & rrcket last
Sunday end .pot the pealing on the knok thsat wos tied In
his backbone to keep It from reveling out punotured and
it wasz blesding some leter-in the svening hbe ot o bottle
of Dr. Porters Healing 011 end fixe2 it vp 0. K. and ia
atill on the Job, Hmpty Bottlea and Pottle stoppers .is
in good demand. Kp, €, 0. Johnson from Henderson Craek
was down with.hie fazily vwialting relstives and friends
this wealk, ard ®r. Yohn Brown and family from Everglades
was Jdown also vislting. We Have hadin few Indimnas this
weak, Flshing 1a pratty good,

September 3,01825

Yo have ‘hadino-evidehgatof low "btush 1igttnirg this weel:,
They seer to be axporting now. We ars getting alon: waell,
Sore of the youngatersa are learning to maks clgarett: ]
¥t 3 gat 1aarning to make clgaretts and

Mr, G. Lopez and brother hawe shut down thelr fishing
for the present nnd afe mow Cishing for the ica' boab rokks.

The Lewport has goné to Key West to carry tha salt fish
they canght before they aloasd down.

We had “nele Jim Danlela to ses us this week from Harco.
Hé reports trat he hsd been apending anre time at Ever-
glades inspecting the zmateriasl vf the County Tall house,

We did not hesr him teatifying of ita good or bad gualities,
w8 suppose he [found i1t pasaible.

Kr. D. I, “ovse hazs been to =ee va this weelk from Fap-
lea, & was accompanied by hia friand, ®r. k, F. Sloan,

a Regl Sstate man.

"_r-:}r__p"--r\-t"'"!']" 1':" 1{125
wa are all on the send now. %e have had meetinga every
this. meek ard et.night slso.. Some n® the ald back-slid-




"Ontimis

ers are trying bBae to. gét beck to God,. Brother Baba
hidden, Crewa snd Towpsend gre dolng thelr best to have
g big tire ond doing some of them good. We expeat some
folks from “aples tonfight to help afir them up.

e have not seen any evidence of Low=bush Lightening
since last Sunday. We saw ocne ol the deaiples pretty full
but wa leprn that he went to the altar and now 1a on the

nr

no lnp?tansz thias weelk M ahing 1

a not 80

I, R. Howse was down this wesk from Haplas. Wn,
W. ¥F. Brown 1s et home now repalring his boat. %r. Yenry
Thompson came back from Ley West but the “ewport over
thera,

September 17, 1925

Yis ha d Jjust a few Lnd'apa this week end no evidence’
QF Law EBusl irhtening mora than trading In Dottleaa” and

|||:|.-.

e have had aeching all: the week and all doling well;
gome old beckali s that . have beepn-on the slide Tor two
yaaPs or more came back to the fold and a 1pts of new seek-
ars and =zome getting tl Holy Ghost We hea P the meat=
ing breaking up toworrow.. We would | e lnd | could
wark on for severpl wealks more,
tivaes would feel more olivillzad.

" e ir ]

Flshing 18 not doing much, Sp. Zanry Thompson and ¥Mr.
Jenkins is.roing off on a 'gafter hunt for .a few daya,

We heer of our school :to kegin next Mondsy.
The folks that have puavas are putting them up In jars
and those that heve avedado perrs are row ahlpping them.

Saptember 24, 1025
Ye have had a pood time all the weel. L
ther Eabe Whidden baptised four of the diacliples at ouwr
house. Hp, . A. Row, Mra, Joe Lopezy Mrs. Viola Thompaon
pnd Mrs, bapleas Spown,  Mr, How was a brekslider and he
thought best taltake another Hip arftar beling reclaimed and
Mrs., Joa Lopez was #lso a backslider pnd takean another dip.
The otler .two wos new converts. "THe '1WF theam all well and
hope they will stoy 1h . the Jurnlkhu And Darrow way. aeill
wWe have someo more .naws comlng. ~=r. Dexter “amilton got
marriad !

=] g T
ast -.-:.I:I"'n...-El._g. LI =
=l a

ko & Xlas Willlama, *r, I=anc Williama' siater
and we hear of the new couple nﬁn Lo glve’ uws szome cake
i

=abouf tonight, i hona 1t wanTt 1nn- fire or make a great




"Optimiat" (Cont.)

bubble and all blow up, We wish the covplé & long 1ife
happy returna, Kay they never be looking for some-
£ wanld realka them fesdl bad nr Adashenrtenad, We
p-féw =pdléns thEia weaesk., We have. sesn no evidence
Bual liphtning thla weak. “*rs. +da 'ay “adsock 1s
down wisiting her parenta ond brother (the Lopez family).
She ‘may do some preaching for ua +0 keep us In line in the
absence ol other prenchers, Flshing 18 not very good,
The ‘folka are’ shipping their Avocado peers now ond some
are busy putting vp gvava Jelly, ete. We have no swamp
gngals et all to thiok about,

bl

Oatober 1, 1825

We are gatting along Cine with meatings every night.
The . new converts and old onepg have a Cfine time praying and
shouting, Mra. Ids ®e Hedgock snd Brother Cole zeem to
be in the lead and doing good work.  Ihe nawly marrisd coups
la aeam to be getting on fine, We have had no lowbush 1ighé-
aring thls week, ' 1t mppedfs that do much preachling and
a8 constent praver meating haas put s auviet on-the booza
geme, ~ Fosalbly they trink that the "buggerman™ will get
thenm by and by, We hevé ' had only o few ~fAdiensg this wasic,

Wa are expecting a flood of cake, ice cream and all other

1
eatibles aommon for thla reek of the woods about tonight
from- the resvle of the marrliage last weelk, Fiahine 1a not

4

very good, - ‘he mallet is getting fat now,

Hovember &5, 1BES

¥ell, e11 of our preachera left va lest Mondey end
gome o tHe naw converts are alresdw thirking abont bask-
slicding, tut we hope they will not. We 41d nokt have sny
pregehing after they lelt untilvdiat right when Brother
Griffin ceme down and preacked and he had a very fow hear-
erz, *“o waa expected fto have been here on Thursdey night
but: "hung-fire" somewhers on the 1line;, and the people wera
dlsappointed. Another thing 1a that he %8 not exmofly the
rigbht starmp to =uit the majoerity of the people hers, so
there 1a‘'e Alecor? apd some atrife apnd contention mmong
the cltlzens,

The Clam Dredge of the Burnham Fagking company st Caxam-

which has been Algginpg élama along the coast waa burn-

gchta apo but we have, not learnad much ebount it.

Degamber 31, 1925

Just as we expected we have hed plenty of booze from
tu::':, .‘in"'Tﬂ-E‘:‘_‘, artel & ';.-J!' gj:" "T"|"""l:l:' l:"'-'"r.‘:lr'l:‘-'l'. Soma 13'3'3" t'."!El 13"'!'
bush 1ightaing because 1t 1a cheaper than tha Ilmportad goods,
The lpnfisng séam to hevea plenty of money to:-buy tle poods
and are behaving Calirly good,  We have Brother and Sister
Fadsock, mifh b2, (28 PH8nPhe "R r. vins VL 876PRY, "0n R BBfHLe




da¥a oF i @ Chrizt=was wlith A whola
lot-of gFood abif i it and we hav to be vary corsful

=

to- Keep [rom &; - mueh ., S00n huantin 8 alrlyy good.

¥oonshindr arnd 'l i 1 s DY 5 ratker and
F_:i.r..'.‘ r 1T 1 .:"".'U -_ s 5 .: " e T

moderate congregatlon, Y1 course soma ol the hearars
thare la a kind of strife

R, P T O Lo

arTas =l FT '_.|F: .-?,.:Jl..:..-l. 8.
contentior amon them such ez Salnt faul mentloned which

we think balongs to the game anyway.,




