The 1910 Storm
Greandma Cerroll's Version

On Octe. 17th, 1910, the hurricane struck Marco Islend.
The wind had been puffy snd it had reined for = couple of daya,
end everyone knew it was "stormy™ weather, but by nine o'clock
on Sunday morning, Octe 17th, the wind was strong enough *o
bresk limbs off the big royal poincisna trees,

Although he Ymew it wes "stormy" weether, Grmaddad Carroll
left Marco, Sunday morning, on the 17th, as in those deys there
were no radios to report on weather, and no mnewspsper reports
eithere He left on the beet "The Felcon" going to Ft. Myers
end he didn't come back until Thursdey of thet week, This trip
was on the Wetson case,

My husband, Ernest, disagrees with this: He says

that the day before the storm (Oct, 16%th) he and

his older brother, Jesse - they were 12 and 14 yrs,
old st this time = were flying a kite., Or as he

ssaid "we put up a kite", It was sbout 3°%8' and the
wind lifted it so heard it broke the cénter sticks, and
they had to give up trying to fly it. The wind
increased umntil early Sundey motning (the 17th)it wes
blowing at gele force and bresking dowvn trees by 2:4W,
It was a very broad, slow moving storm, snd took long
to pass, thet is the reason there wes so much demage
done, It reached hurricame force Sumdey at 2:PH snd
held hurricane force until ebout 8:4M liondey. Grand=-
dad Cerroll never would have left home in & boet with
such a threet of bad weather, Ernest thinks Grendded
went to Ft. liyers on the "Felcon" seversl days previous
Possibly about the temth or twelfth, and then when

he was ready to leave Ft. Myers the storm had broken
and he hed to weit until it was over.

By Sunday night the storm wsas terrib
ten o'clock lionday morning. It reache
The rein ceme in torrents, the wind b
end sunk boats, and it stripped the ba
trees.
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A one the lowest emyonse hed

>st Carroll - %old me of Capt. Bill
Collier thet day. The store at Merco had poured concrete walls
which made it very sturdy. Capt. Collier hed built the foundetion
of the store right in the weter, snd rigged up a dock along side,
During this very low tide Collier was teking advantege of it, end
hed negroes deepening the harbor there end he told them "The

Lord and I are working together - He pushes the water back to

let me do this work"”, Before morning there was 18% of weter in
the store and the merchandise on the fboors and under the counters
was getting sosked. Frank Breman esked Cept, Collisr "How come,
isn'tthe Lord working with you?" and Capt Clooier replied "wB11,
He was but He forgot to tell me there was going to be e rise in
the tide,"



>

In building the store forms were tied together with /49
bolts end the goles were left end the wind blew so herd right
thru these holec, the plester ceme ¢ff, end the women snd child-
ren were scired sc everyone- they had &1l ccme down to The
store et dusk os 1t seemed to be the safest place to stey -
left the shore end went to Bumen Eey's house, Ee hed cross
breced his welle incide with lwumber. There mes & large gumbo
limbo tree outside ebout 1£%¥ or 20" in dismeter, snd the men
were efreid it might biow down so they got out end cubt it dowme

As seid before Grendced Cerroil hed gome off fto IE, Fyers
in. $he boet so Grendma Cerrocll was home clo
1ittle boys, Reose wes merried Thern to Den de
hed not been born. They lived in the Eill e - & est
lend on the islend,; but st dusk whén the storm got so bed and
everyone went to The big store Grendme Cerroll took her little
boys end went toc. Then they went on to Bumen Key's hous
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to Hey's house, There ther hed coffee. Grendme seid there
were about forty people there, ALs Tthe wind end tide ro fter
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midnight, they went on to Grandmm Cerroli's up to the
House",

0ff towerd Merco Pa he Tomlinsorn's — Charlie,
Velter, Will and their femilies end their perents. They walked
up The islend to the channel end heeded for the Hill Houss
when the storm got baed., They found the Cerrcllis gone snd so
mede Themselves &t haome. So when the Cerrolls finelily got
beck to their nome early londey morning, there were the Tomlin-
sons, Gressed in the dry clothes ther found ar Cerroll's,
esleep in the dry beds, A windew was blovn in and Grendme's
cining teble wes upended breciiing ell her diches. Lic one had
preskfast as everything seemed to be wet or blovm ewey. Lvery—
cne begen going te Their own homes cbout tern c'clock Mondey
morning, sné got whetever they could find To esb ~ Grendmz
found & few 1ittle things, flour, syrup, bscon and so wes ahle
+o feed her bovs until other food could be found.

The Cerrclls had had & big Tomsto gerden pgroving eround
the Hill House -~ sbout two escres of tomstocs an® one ecre of
okra., Grenddaed Cerroll hed been tcld he would get sbout &1,000
for it. ALfLer the storm it wes wiped &s cleen "es a ¥ashed
glete’.
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Tuesdoy everyone thought thet Grandced snd the other
men on the '"Felcon" were surely lost as they hsd no wey of
lmovwing that they did not leeve Fi, Myers as planned, ¥When
ir, Young would come to the house for his mesls he would sey
to Crandma "Now, now don't cry any more, he'll come backi ¥
And sure enough he did, The boat ceme in on Thursdey ncon.

(n Fridey Capte Bill Cellier hired Granddad to work clean-
ing up the road end building back the bridges. After doing
this Grendded worked for Cellier agein - farming.



The 1210 Storm -3-

Capto. Bill Collier pulled up boats by horse power, He
had a round house - a ehingled roof, eight eided. He pulled
a 65' schooner up on a cradle and then he wetched all the night
of the storm to see that the guy lines held the bost on the cradle.

The sun ceme out shortly after ten o'cleck Mondey morning
and everyone set to work to dry things out, On Tuesday Grandma
Carroll went to work for Capt. Collier, drying out the store
goods. She worked there sbout a week until it was sll cleaned

Upe

The Mr, Young mentioned as boerding with Grandme wes an
old family friend - a dear o0ld men. Fe weas from Colorado -
likaeble, jolly, fet., He mede friends with everyone and lived
first with one and then enother family. He hed helped Grenddead
clear the field for the tometo crop in July snd August of 1910,
Ernest end Jesse were woriing there too., Hr. Young heuled weeds
off the shell ground with & horse and wagon and Ernest remembers
that one time he threw some shepperd's needles on the wagon end
broke the fork on the wagon wheel. When Grandded esked who
broke the fork Mr. Young told him he broke it weeding. Mr,
Young had two sons, Luke end Tony., They ceme to see him at
Merco, Ernest remembers that Luke hed a beautiful wife -
Libby Young. She gor interested in ancther man and Luke went
back west, Tony was & pearl diver and went back west to his
work, too0,



